Etiology of febrile episodes in children with acute lymphocytic leukaemia.
In 53 children (aged 5 months to 11 yr) with acute lymphoblastic leukemia, 68 febrile episodes were investigated for determining the etiology. Microbial organisms were isolated in 33 episodes. Bacteraemia was seen in 24 patients and in three of them Clostridium species were isolated. Escherichia coli was the commonest isolate and was seen in 11 (18.6%) febrile episodes. Other common organisms isolated were Staphylococcus aureus in nine (15.2%), and Klebsiella pneumoniae and coagulase negative Staph. in 6 (10.2%) episodes each. Pseudomonas aeruginosa and Acinetobactor were isolated in 5 (8.5%) episodes each.